
About	the	Age	Wave	
The largest generation in American history, the Baby Boomers, is aging. The leading edge of the 
boomer generation (those born between 1946 and 1964) is turning 68 in 2014. And better health 
care means greater numbers of older adults are living longer than ever before. These two 
demographic facts are combining to create an unprecedented age wave in America. 

Nationally: 
The number of persons age 65 or older stood at 43.1 million in 2012. The number of older 
Americans increased by 7.6 million from 2002 to 2012. This number is projected to increase to 
56 million by 2020, 80 million by 2040 and 92 million by 2060.  

The number of people age 85 or older stood at 5.5 million in 2010 (compared to 3 million in 
1990). Projected to increase to almost seven million by 2020 and 18 million by 2050.  

Life expectancy at birth is 78.1 years. (2009 data) Life expectancy at age 65 is 19 more years for 
women and 16 more years for men. 
 
The fastest growing population segment is age 75 and older. 

In Monroe County in 2010: 

91,818 people were between age 55 and 64. 

145,640 people were 60 or older. 

103,640 people were age 65 or older. Increased from 89,000 in 1990. 

51,523 people were 75 or older.  

17,444 residents were 85 or older. (Compared to 5700 in 1970.) 

81% of people 65 or older live in suburban areas. 19% live within the city limits. 

Of those 60 plus: 

 43% male/57% female 
 African-American/Black :9% 
 Hispanic/Latino: 3% 
 Married couple:45% 
 Living alone: 43% 
 Widowed 24% 
 Responsible for grandchildren: 1.5% 



 With any disability: 26.5% 
 Speaks English less than well: 6.6% 
 Employed: 23.4% 
 Rent: 24.4% 
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